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Department of Human Resources

311 W. Saratoga St.

Baltimore, MD.  21201-3521
FIA ACTION TRANSMITTAL


Control Number: #09-09

Effective Date: October 1, 2008


Issuance Date:  September 10, 2008

TO:

DIRECTORS, LOCAL DEPARTMENTS OF SOCIAL SERVICES

DEPUTY/ASSISTANT DIRECTORS FOR FAMILY INVESTMENT

FAMILY INVESTMENT SUPERVISORS AND CASE MANAGERS

FROM:
KEVIN M. MCGUIRE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR









RE:

EXPANDED SIMPLIFIED REPORTING





PROGRAM AFFECTED:
FOOD SUPPLEMENT PROGRAM (FSP)




ORIGINATING OFFICE:
OFFICE OF PROGRAMS 

SUMMARY:

Effective April 1, 2003 FSP households, with the exception of migrant and seasonal farmworker households, homeless households and households in which all adults are elderly or disabled and who have no earned income, were included in simplified reporting.  The households that were not in simplified reporting were subject to the more extensive change reporting requirements.  A provision of the Food, Energy and Conservation Act of 2008 allows states to extend simplified reporting to all households.  

NEW POLICY:

· Effective October 1, 2008, all FSP households will be simplified reporters.

· Migrant and seasonal farmworker households must be assigned a certification period of at least 4 months.

· Households with no earned income and in which all adults are elderly or disabled cannot be required to report more often than once every twelve months.  

ACTIONS REQUIRED:

Certification periods

· Assign at least a 12 month certification period to all households in which all adults are elderly or disabled and that have no earned income.  The local department can assign a certification period of up to 24 months for these households, but must ensure that there is a contact every 12 months. 

· Migrant and seasonal farmworker households must be assigned a certification period of at least 4 months.

· Assign a 6 month certification period for all other households unless you know the household will be ineligible in the near future.   

Reporting Requirements

· Under simplified reporting (SR) requirements households are required to report changes only at recertification or when their gross income exceeds 130 percent of the federal poverty level unless the household also receives assistance from another program with more extensive reporting requirements.

Note: Even if the household receives assistance from a program with more extensive reporting requirements, there is no FSP QC error or overpayment if the household does not report the change for the other program.

Example:  Ms. A receives FSP and TCA for herself and one child.  She began a new job that pays $1,000 monthly.  She did not report this change as required for TCA and is overpaid for TCA.  Since her income is below the 130 percent simplified reporting income level for her household size, there is no FSP overpayment.  

· Able-bodied adults without dependents are required to report when their hours fall below 20 hours per week or 80 hours per month.

· Households with income that exceeds 130 percent of the federal poverty level (FSP gross income test): 

· Eligible categorically eligible and elderly/disabled households that have income exceeding the FSP gross income limit (but not the net income limit) have no further reporting requirement until recertification or there is a reported change.

Example: Mr. and Mrs. B receive Social Security retirement benefits in the amount of $1,600.  Both are over 60 years old.  Their income is over the gross income limit for a two person household, but with their high medical expenses, they meet the net income test and are eligible for a FSP benefit.  Mr. and Mrs. B do not have a reporting requirement until their next recertification.  If this household is given a 24 month certification period, they must report any changes at the 12-month contact.

· Households that have income below 130 percent of the federal poverty level must report when their income exceeds the gross income limit.  

· It is important to provide customers with the reporting requirement information sheet at application and recertification.  CARES notices will be revised to reflect the simplified reporting requirements.  

CARES:

Disregard the simplified reporting identifier in CARES.  It has not been changed to reflect the new policy.   

PAYMENT ACCURACY:

Simplified reporting reduces the number of Quality Control (QC) errors caused by customers not reporting changes.  The only customer caused error in simplified reporting is if the customer does not report when the household’s income exceeds 130 percent of the federal poverty level for the household’s size or an ABAWD does not report when hours decrease below 20 per week or 80 hours per month.  

Reminder: If a case manager does not act on a reported/known change it could result in an agency caused QC error.  Case managers must take appropriate action on any reported or known change regardless of how the LDSS becomes aware of the change.

INQUIRIES:

Please direct FSP questions to Kay Finegan at 410-767-7939 or Rick McClendon at 410-767-7307.

cc:
FIA Management Staff


Constituent Services


DHR Help Desk

FOOD STAMP CHANGE REPORTING GUIDE

· You are required to report when your family’s entire gross income is more than the amount listed in the chart for your household size.

· Gross income means the amount of money received before any deductions, such as taxes, are taken out.

· If you are an able-bodied adult between the ages of 18-47 and have no children in the home, you must also report when your hours of work decrease to less than 20 hours/week or 80 hours monthly.

· You are not required to report any other changes for your food stamp case.  But, if you think a change will increase benefits for your family, you should report it.

IMPORTANT: If you receive Temporary Cash Assistance (TCA), Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA), Medical Assistance (MA), Temporary Disability Assistance Program (TDAP) or Public Assistance to Adults (PAA) you must report all changes within 10 days.

When you report a change for any program, your case manager must make the change for all programs.

· Reminder: You must report all changes to your case manager at your scheduled redetermination.  

· If your household income goes up, you must see if the total gross income is more than the amount allowed for your household size.

· Add up the gross income that your household got for the month.  Be sure to include both earned and unearned income.

· If the amount you got is more than the amount listed for your household size, call your case manager right away to report your income. 

· You must report this change no later than 10 days after the end of the month in which your income goes up.  


If you have a question about your reporting requirement call your case manager.

Effective 10/08

Household Size�
Monthly Income Limit�
Biweekly Income Limit�
Weekly Income Limit�
�
1�
$1,127�
$564�
$282�
�
2�
  1,517�
  759�
  379�
�
3�
  1,907�
  954�
  477�
�
4�
  2,297�
 1149�
  574�
�
5�
  2,687�
 1344�
  672�
�
6�
  3077�
 1539�
  769�
�
7�
  3,467�
 1733�
  867�
�
8�
  3,857�
 1829�
  964�
�
For more people add $390�
   195�
    98�
�
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